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Through advertising media, the city blasts sets of
values expressed by governmental or commercial
entities. Urban advertising weaves the ethical
fabric of the city, shaping normality and
desirability as takeaway for all citizens.
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The public becomes Brain Workers. Directly from
their mind - the ecosystem of human concepts —
they assess the morphogenesis, birth, growth,
and evolution of human values considered
metaphorically as living entities.

Brain workers in action: with their brainwaves,
they orient the evolution of the shape representing
human values, soon to become VoV tokens in
their collection.
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The resulting shapes are geometric abstractions -
similar to ideograms - and collectible assets
registered to the Blockchain. They become NFTs.
The VoV owner can “reify” - convert into an
object - the 3D model as a graphic image, a
Twodee, or a 3D sculpture: a threedee.
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Can we Read the Human Brain?
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Shaping abstractions is like creating a new
language. The resulting forms can be read as
ideograms. Al readers go beyond identifying the
named value. It can "read" through the shaped
"semantic harmonics" that nuance the original
meaning.
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The Visual Al Interpreter ("art Critic" bias)
generates an image under the artist's supervision.
POWER becomes castles, rocks, a tall man, and
eventually a strong woman.

The Textual Al Interpreter provides the subtext
with a marketing bias... from the same keywords.
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The Scientist is an inferactive artwork. It updates
in real-time The Periodic Table of Values where
they are spatially distributed according to their
affinities in collections.
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Like traders proceeding with transactions of
financial assets, the Brain Worker (the partici-
pants at Neuro-Design Factory) can now swap
and trade values in The trading room.
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Beyond the digital, Media Art opened new paths
for artists to explore, what MoBen calls Open
Media. From VR to perfume, performance to Al
EEG to finance, Open Media has no borders. As
the media and their understanding evolved, artists
dug deeper into their potential and their limits.
Diversity in the means of expression may hide the
consistency in fopics and issues the Artist investi-
gates. In the long run, schemes emerge that
reveal the whole picture.
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Immaterial VoVs are interpreted by artists based
on the actual VoV 3D model that becomes reified
as a physical sculpture, extending or reducing the
dynamic potential of the originally sublimated
concepts.
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Footprint of Freedom

800 mm (W) x 1000 mm (L) x 50 mm (H)
Al-generated digital print

2022
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Generosity0001

173 mm (W) x 185 mm (L) x 240 mm (H)
Clear polished 3D printed Polymer
(Stereolithographic print, SLA)

2022
Edition 1+ 1 AP
Openness0001

225 mm (W) x 190 mm (L), 329 mm (H)
Clear polished 3D printed Polymer
(Stereolithographic print, SLA)

2022

Edition 1+ 1 AP



During the previous decades, technologies have altered our
relationship with the World and with others at a fast accelerating
pace. If we easily perceive the resulting mutations in our daily
life, we may have overlooked the primary motivations behind the
change. We enter a period where the means prevail over the
ends, and the technologies hide their finality. Going back to the
origins of our will to change the World, we may foresee how
striving to control the World with our brain may make us forget
our real motivation. Beyond survival, at the origin of our actions,
are the values that we may fight for: we ought to acknowledge
the role they play in our life by giving them a shape and a price,
hence monitoring their ever-changing hierarchy to understand
the entanglement of Finance and Ethics.
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Morphogenesis of Values
Speculative Speculations on Art and Values
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Infroduction to Morphogenesis of Values
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An Epic Journey Through

the Morphogenesis of Values
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Photo by Riddick Douglas Ning

Maurice Benayoun (aka MoBen, E3§) is a pioneering and
prominent figure in the field of New Media Art. His works freely
explore media boundaries from virtual reality to large-scale public art

installations on a socio-political perspective. MoBen’s works have
been widely awarded (Golden Nica Ars Electronica 1998 and more
than 25 international awards) and exhibited in major international
museums (2 solo shows at Centre Pompidou Paris), biennials and
festivals in 26 different countries. Some of his representative works
include The Tunnel under the Atlantic (VR, 1995), World Skin a Photo
Safari in the Land of War (VR, 1997), the Mechanics of Emotions
(2005-2014), and Cosmopolis (VR, 2005).

MoBen initiated the Brain Factory project in 2015 and then developed
it as Value of Values. Through the morphogenesis of thought, this
research is an investigation of language, neural design, human values
and transactions. Between finance and ethics, transactional aesthetics
focuses on the impact of our individual and collective ranking of values
on society.
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HKACT! (Hong Kong Art, Culture, and Technological Innovation)

is a platform raised by Osage Art Foundation in 2015, which
celebrates the convergence of art and advanced ideas by bringing
together visionary thinkers and innovators to articulate a vision for the
future through experimental, artistic and educative projects.
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