Introduction to Morphogenesis of Values

An Epic Journey Through the Morphogenesis of Values

During the previous decades, technologies have altered our relationship with the World
and with others at a fast accelerating pace. If we easily perceive the resulting mufations
in our daily life, we may have overlooked the primary motivations behind the change.
We enter a period where the means prevail over the ends, and the technologies hide their
finality. Going back fo the origins of our will to change the World, we may foresee how
striving to control the World with our brain may make us forget our real motivation.
Beyond survival, at the origin of our actions, are the valves that we may fight for: we ought
fo acknowledge the role they play in our life by giving them a shape and a price, hence
monitoring their ever-changing hierarchy fo understand the entanglement of Finance and
Ethics.

Maurice Benayoun

Morphogenesis of Valve (MoV) is one of a kind media art project conceived and developed
by Maurice Benayoun (aka MoBen). Electroencephalography (EEG) and Blockchain
technology serve as the project's platform, while artificial intelligence (Al) algorithms are their
apparatus. MoBen and his collaborating artists, Tobias Klein and Nicolas Mendozaq,
developed the Valve of Valve (VoV) artistic research project in 2018. MoV is the
embodiment of the most recent findings of that project. At the origin of VoV is the Brain
Facfory, MoBen and Tobias Klein conducted in 2015, combining neuro-design and 3D
printing with an emphasis on Reification: to "give shape to human abstractions, and convert
thoughts into objects."

MoV achieves the original objective of VoV, which is to probe the relative value of human
values by proposing a stock market where human values could be exchanged and monetized
and conceiving the possibilities that allow these values to emerge as tangible art forms.

Through interaction and participation, the audience becomes the source of all content in the
project. The viewers, dubbed “brain workers”, interact directly with their brains through the
EEG device. They react to the dynamic evolution of shapes produced by the Generator. The
brain ecosystem assesses the capacity of the living entity to survive when confronted with
keywords expressing human values. From this quasi-curatorial process emerges a form that
reflects the brain workers' collective vision. Like in the context of Nature considered as an
ecosystem, the shape does not result from intentional design but Artificial Selection (Human-
Made Selection). The shaping of values as visual 3D abstraction is a morphogenetic process
(from the Greek morphé"shape" and genesis"creation", literally "the generation of the form").
Far from analogies and allegories, brain-born abstractions become 3D abstract forms that
evolve in time after the succession of the brain workers, each of them contributing to the Value
"DNA of concept." Inmediately registered on the Blockchain, the forms become digital assets
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that can be collected, traded, 3D printed, and reified (after Karl Marx, thoughts converted
into objects or commodities).

In gallery 2, The "Neuro-Design stations" enable the visitors to contribute to the production,
shaping, and minting of human values.

Once the values are converted into 3D models, they are immediately registered on the
Blockchain as NFT (Non-Fungible Tokens), which indicates that those values have been
converted into monetary units and are prepared to be traded as commodities on the market.
The participants who generate values as NFT become the owners and collectors of VoVs.
They can engage in token trading in the open market. In gallery 4, the "Trading Room"
demonstrates the real-time ranking of human values and allows visitors to engage in the VoV
transaction themselves immediately.

In this exhibition, the Blockchain contributes to this experimentation as a platform for the
direct trading of art and as a medium that artists seize to articulate ethical and political issues
and extend art creativity. Al has become the extension of the human mind for its art practices.
The core of MoV challenges the inherent notion of art: can art sublimate material objects into
immaterial subjects2 Moreover, reversely, can art reify autonomous subjects into tangible
objects in a critical manner? As a result, VoV tokens are viewed as the "seeds of art" that can
be spread and disseminated across all spheres of human activity and society.

Instead of delivering answers through the artwork, MoBen poses questions to the audience
and monitors the evolution of the issue. The viewers can interfere with the gestation of the
values, enrich their content and interpret their display.

This sense depicts the values and expresses statements connected with the values. From this
vantage point, the viewers become the public, the artist, the curator, the collector, the critic,
and the art dealer successively. Human values become the stake of a transactional aesthetics
project, where beyond representation, they enter a process that MoBen calls "post-
symbolism". Affecting the financial, ethical, and political strata of society in a performative
manner, it belongs to the artist's concept of Critical Fusion'.

Morphogenesis of Values makes visible the ethical fabric of society. At the venue's entrance,
"City Ads Values" unveils the hidden messages translated into values that lay behind the
colorful and appealing glittering of urban advertising.

MoBen has presented his thesis through a series of 2D crypto-calligraphic prints he made
using tokens from his collection. These prints are displayed on one side of gallery 3. On the
other side of the gallery, the "Reader" and the "Interpreter" are exploring the potential of
artificial intelligence as a "second brain" in artistic articulation and intercultural exchange
between humans and machines. Al "reads" the 3D shape of the VoV in an aftempt to

1 MoBen first proposed the concept of "Critical Fusion" in 2002 at the Wartch Out/installation in Seoul.
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understand the brainchild of human nature. The similarities with Chinese calligraphy generate
interpretations of words and concepts that bend the original term of value in different
directions, like musical harmonics. Then The A/ Inferprefer translates the sequence of values
and their harmonics into images and texts that, when put together, become a converging
undertaking of human/machine translation of the invisible and the unutterable.

Tobias Klein's Threedees, concrete replicas of dynamic abstractions, are the experimental
product displayed in gallery 5. Meanwhile, Moben's "The Footprint of Freedom" in marble
illustrates how fragile the values are. Like some dinosaurs, they may only be preserved as
footprints in the mud or aestheticized as footprints in marble.

The profound impact of MoV resides in offering an ontological transformation of art
generation. It reflects the evolution of the artwork as a society of agents confronting object
and subject, concept and form, human values, and financial values. The keys are revealed in
the concepts of sublimation (conversion of the world into data in MoBen's terms) and
reification (conversion of the immaterial into an object, a commodity, a transactive item).
Proposing a market for human factors (values, and in previous works, emotions,
abstractions...), MoV tells us how the convertibility of the World into digital or financial units
may have become the engine of human societies, which hollows the very nature of society
from its substance and compromises its survival.

This exhibition was initiated in 2019. It was ultimately realized with the full backing of the
Osage Art Foundation despite the many challenges encountered along the way.

Maurice Benayoun

Ann Mak
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